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ABSTRACT 

Comparative Literature focuses on the study of literature from different cultures, nations, and genres, and 

explores relationships between literature and other forms of cultural expression. It also studies and compares texts from a 

range of cultural contexts, historical periods, or literary movements. 

 This study compares two characters – Okonkwo of ‘Things Fall Apart’ and Oomaiyan of ‘River of a Hamlet’ 

each from a different nation, culture and different genre (drama and poem) and discovers similarities and dissimilarities 

between these two characters. These similarities and dissimilarities are found in their fame, physical abilities and fate. It 

sheds light on how the characters resemble each other and how they differ from each other. This comparative study 

instates the underlying principle of literature that literature shape and responds to values, social movements, or political 

contexts. It throws light on how two writers of different culture and nation produced characters with certain similitudes. 
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INTRODUCTION 

One of the major themes of Chinua Achebe’s novel ‘Things Fall Apart’ is the process of colonizing an African 

country by white people and it’s an effect on the indigenous people – the loss of their culture and tribal life. Sirpi 

Balasubramaniyam’s anthology of poem ‘River of a Hamlet’ also deals with the same theme of loss of village life and 

culture but by infiltration of urbanization. ‘Things Fall Apart’ also recorded the tribal life of the Igbo community before 

the coming of the white men. The novel documents what the white men destroyed. Likewise, the ‘River of a Hamlet’ 

recorded the rural life and culture of the people who lived in a village near Palghat (Palakkad) gap during the early 

twentieth century.  

OBJECTIVES 

• To study the particular characters of ‘Things Fall Apart’ and ‘River of a Hamlet’. 

• To compare the particular characters of ‘Things Fall Apart’ and ‘River of a Hamlet’. 

• To present the similarities and dissimilarities of those characters. 
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MATERIAL AND METHODOLOGY 

To study and compare the chosen characters of the aforesaid works the author has taken up the comparative 

method. The secondary data has been used from different sources like books, journals, and websites relevant to the study. 

The texts of the works are the main source of this research article. 

FINDINGS 

• Certain characters of different authors do have resemblances and differences. 

• In particular, the characters Okonkwo of ‘Things Fall Apart’ and Oomaiyan of ‘River of a Hamlet’ have both 

resemblances and differences. 

• Similitude occurs without the awareness of authors as they register the universal human feelings. 

DISCUSSIONS 

 ‘Things Fall Apart’ by Chinua Achebe 

‘Things Fall Apart’ is a novel written by Nigerian author Chinua Achebe and published in 1958. It is a chronicle 

of pre-colonial life in the southeastern part of Nigeria and of the arrival of Europeans in the late 1900s. The novel follows 

the life of Okonkwo, an Igbo man and local champion of fighting in Umuofia 's fictional Nigerian clan. The work is 

divided into three parts, the first describing his family, personal history and Igbo 's customs and society, and the second 

and third parts describing the influence of British colonialism and Christian missionaries on the Igbo community.  

River of a Hamlet 

‘River of a Hamlet’ is an anthology of poem produced by Sirpi Balasubramaniyam. This poetry collection has 

twenty-three poems providing an insight into the lifestyle of people in a hamlet of 1940s and 1950s. It describes the hamlet 

– it’s geography, it's people, their physical traits, culture, and emotions.  

By examining and comparing the characters Okonkwo and Oomaiyan, it is found that there are both similarities 

and dissimilarities between the two characters. These similarities and dissimilarities are found in their fame, physical 

abilities and fate. 

The Fame of Okonkwo and Oomaiyan 

Okonkwo was the protagonist of the novel. He defeated the best fighter in the village as a young man and gained 

prestige among his people. He rose from nothing to an ambitious man of importance in his tribe.  

“Okonkwo was well known throughout the nine villages and even beyond. His fame rested on solid personal 

achievements. As a young man of eighteen, he had brought honor to his village by throwing Amalinze the Cat. Amalinze 

was the great wrestler, who for seven years was unbeaten, from Umuofia to Mbaino. He was called the Cat because his 

back would never touch the earth.” (Ch.1, pp. 3) 1 

 

                                                           
1
 Chinua Achebe, Things Fall Apart (1958), Allied Publishers, New Delhi, 2012 p.3. All the subsequent quotations from the 

novel are taken from the same edition. 
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“Okonkwo was clearly cut out for great things. He was still young but he had won fame as the greatest wrestler in 

the nine villages. He was a wealthy farmer and had two barns full of yams, and had just married his third wife. To crown it 

all he had taken two titles and had shown incredible prowess in two inter-tribal wars.” (Ch.1, pp. 7) 

The Tamil word ‘ஊைமயᾹ’ (‘Oomaiyan') is a common noun which refers to a person, who is dumb and cannot 

speak. Here the Tamil poet made it a proper noun by applying it to a character. Oomaiyan was also a well-known man in 

the hamlet of the poet for his physical strength. But here his physical strength was used not for war or wrestling but for 

helping people. He helped the people in the village with his physical strength and so he was the 'go-to man' in his village. 

Sirpi Balasubramaniam writes, 

"ஆழᾲ ேசιறி᾿ பாரவᾶᾊ 

அைல ேமாᾐகிறதா? 

'ஊைமயைனᾰ ᾂᾺபிᾌ' 

கᾢயாண ᾪᾊ᾿ 

ெவᾶகல உᾞளிைய 

அலாᾰகாகᾷ ᾑᾰக ேவᾶᾌமா? 

'ஊைமயைனᾰ ᾂᾺபிᾌ' 

ேவᾺப மரΆ ᾂைரேம᾿ விழாம᾿ 

ெவட ேவᾶᾌமா? 

'ஊைமயைனᾰ ᾂᾺபிᾌ.’ “ (p.64 – 65) 2  

English Translation of the quoted Tamil poem done by the author of this paper for the understanding of those 

readers who do not know Tamil. 

“Oomaiyan can be called  

If a cart is caught in the mud 

If heavy vessels need to be carried 

                                                           
2 சிιபி, ஒᾞ கிராமᾷᾐ நதி (1998), கவிதா ெவளிᾛᾌ,ெசᾹைன,2002, ப.64-65. 
இனி வᾞΆ அைனᾷᾐ ேமιேகா῀கᾦΆ இᾺபதிᾺபிᾢᾞᾸᾐ எᾌᾰகᾺபடைவ. 
 

All the quotes of the Tamil poem lines used in the article have been taken from this particular publication and edition.  

Balasubramaniyam, Sirpi. Oru Gramathu Nadhi. Chennai: Kavitha Publications, 2002. 
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If a large tree needs to be chopped.” 

The Physique of Okonkwo and Oomaiyan 

Okonkwo and Oomaiyan both had attained fame because of their physical strength and it was well described in 

the works by the respective authors. Achebe describes Okonkwo, 

 “He was tall and huge and his bushy eyebrows and wide nose gave him a very severe look. When he walked, his heels 

hardly touched the ground and he seemed to walk on springs as if he was going to pounce on somebody.” (Ch.1, pp.3-4) 

Sirpi Balasubramaniam describes Oomaiyan,  

 “அேசாக᾽ காலᾷᾐ இᾞΆᾗᾷᾑைணᾜΆ 

ஐᾸᾓᾠ வᾞடᾷᾐ ேதᾰᾁ மரᾷைதᾜΆ 

காணாத கᾶகᾦᾰᾁ ஓ᾽ ஆᾠத᾿ 

இவᾹ. 

நிᾹறா᾿ ᾂைரக῀ ᾁனிᾜΆ 

பᾌᾷதா᾿ திᾶைணக῀ ᾁᾠᾁΆ 

நடᾸதா᾿ ᾪதிக῀ ᾁழிᾜΆ 

அᾺபᾊ ஓ᾽ ஆகிᾞதி 

'கைத' எᾌᾰகாத இᾸத ᾖமᾔᾰᾁ. 

ᾙᾰகாம᾿ ᾙனகாம᾿ 

ᾚᾹᾠ க᾿ ᾑரΆ  

ᾙᾨ அாிசி ᾚைடையᾲ ᾆமᾺபாᾹ. ” (p. 64) 

English Translation of the quoted Tamil poem done by the author of this paper for the understanding of those 

readers who do not know Tamil. 

“No need to see the pillar of Ashoka 

And teak of five hundred years old 

If he (Oomaiyan) is seen. 

His body and strength is that of the Bheema of Mahabaratha  

His stride would make pits in street 

His standing would make tall roofs small 

His sprawling would make lengthy porch short  
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He would carry a sack of rice  

Without an effort to three meters.” 

The Fate of Okonkwo and Oomaiyan 

 After an act of defiance, towards the white human beings, which goes unsupported with the aid of his human 

beings, Okonkwo gives in to depression. He kills himself, partially in order that he's going to no longer be done under the 

white man's legal guidelines and partly because he's grieving for the demise of his human beings.  

“Then they came to the tree from which Oknokwo’s body was dangling, and they stopped dead.” (Ch. 25, pp. 

186) 

  In the case of Oomaiyan, it was rumored that he was killed, using witchcraft, by the lover boy of Krishnaveni – a 

lady who lived in the same village and with whom once he tried to have a relationship.  

 “ேதவாᾷதாᾦΆ சைடᾲசிᾜΆ  

கிᾆகிᾆᾷᾐᾰ ெகாᾶᾌ ேபானா᾽க῀ 

"ஒᾞ நா ராᾷதிாி  

க᾿லாᾱகாᾌ ᾙᾶடனᾺ பிராணி 

கிணேவணி கிட 

வாலாᾋடானாமா... 

மைலயாளᾷᾐ மᾸதிரவாதி கிட 

மᾞᾸᾐ வாᾱகி ெவᾲᾆடானாமா 

அவைள வᾲᾆᾞᾰகிற காளியᾺபᾹ...”” (p. 66) 

English Translation of the quoted Tamil poem done by author of this paper for the understanding of those readers 

who do not know Tamil. 

“Devathal and Sadaichi gossiped  

Oomaiyan was killed by Malayalam witchcraft 

Arranged by the lover-boy of Krishnaveni 

As he once misbehaved with her.” 

 Both Okonkwo and Oomaiyan met a tragic end. End of both the heroes of the local village is a tragic and piteous 

one. Okonkwo killed himself while Oomaiyan was believed to be killed by witchcraft.  
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CONCLUSIONS 

By comparing and contrasting these two characters, this study has brought out the resemblances and differences 

between them. It also highlights the fact that in literature similitude happens without the consciousness of authors and 

across the art forms of literature. It happens because literature registers universal human emotions and sufferings. 
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